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Revelation 1:3 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
3 Blessed (happy, [to be envied) is the man who reads aloud [in 
the assemblies] the word of this prophecy; and blessed 
(happy,]to be envied) are those who hear [it read] and who keep 
themselves true to the things which are written in it [heeding 
them and laying them to heart], for the time [for them to be 
fulfilled] is near. 

Last week, we began a new series which will encompass the 
"End Times Church" and answering the question "Is God 
Removing His Blessing On America In The End Times".  

We will be going through Gods Word to see what God said 
would be happening (prophesy) to the church when we choose 
obedience or disobedience. The 7th church mentioned in 
Revelation (at the End of Time ,prior to the rapture of the 
church) was the need-less church, not because God met their 
needs, but because they took care of themselves and became self 
sufficient and no longer needed God. So is the church in 
America a need-less people therefore, we become a prayer-less 
people? 

We will also be looking at the current events throughout the 
world as it lines up with Gods Word but also specific to the 
United States. There are things happening here (U.S.) that are 
taking place contrary to His Word. So, what should the believer, 
imitator of Christ, joint heir with Jesus Christ be doing?  
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We started with the End Times church (and we will get back to it 
throughout the series) and looked at the Revelation of what it 
would look like at the End of Time - so you and I don’t get 
duped and can warn others. It helps us understand why the 
church at large is asleep…dead in many ways - not all churches 
but in general the people of the church - self sufficient people. 

Looking at current events, state of our government, churches in 
across this country…. has America crossed a line?  Are we so 
bad, that we have walked out under Gods hand of protection?  

In Matthew 11:20 – 23… These cities Jesus refers as he is 
speaking. These cities were placed under a curse because of their 
unbelief. Christ did miracles in these cities yet they do not 
believe in him. 

Matthew 11:20-23Amplified Bible (AMP) 
20 Then He began to censure and reproach the cities in which 
most of His mighty works had been performed, because they did 
not repent [and their hearts were not changed]. 
21 Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the 
mighty works done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they 
would long ago have repented in sackcloth and ashes [and their 
hearts would have been changed]. 
22 I tell you [further], it shall be more endurable for Tyre and 
Sidon on the day of judgment than for you. 
23 And you, Capernaum, are you to be lifted up to heaven? You 
shall be brought down to Hades [the region of the dead]! For if 
the mighty works done in you had been done in Sodom, it would 
have continued until today. 
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Matthew 11:20-23King James Version (KJV) 
20 Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein most of his 
mighty works were done, because they repented not: 
21 Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the 
mighty works, which were done in you, had been done in Tyre 
and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and 
ashes. 
22 But I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and 
Sidon at the day of judgment, than for you. 
23 And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt 
be brought down to hell: for if the mighty works, which have 
been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have 
remained until this day. 

Note: It is interesting, that according to the New Testament, 
Bethsaida was the hometown to several of the disciples… 

Many people have asked me about the United States and End 
Time prophecy, has God taking His hand off of America, or,  are 
we just going through a cyclical time for the nation. Is this just a 
season politically, are we just going thru some type of political, 
economic cycle that all nations go through throughout history? 

Isaiah 5:5 King James Version (KJV) 
5 And now go to; I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard: I 
will take away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up; and 
break down the wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down: 
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Isaiah 5:5Amplified Bible (AMP) 
5 And now I will tell you what I will do to My vineyard: I will 
take away its hedge, and it shall be eaten and burned up; and I 
will break down its wall, and it shall be trodden down [by 
enemies]. 

Now, President Abraham Lincoln, our 16th president,  read this 
passage after the Civil War because he believed it was a 
reference to the United States of America. 

President Lincoln said that we, the United States, are Gods  
vineyard and because of the Civil War the hedge had been 
broken down. Now, God wanted to restore His vineyard back to 
its proper place and proper unity. 

Now, it is interesting that he chose this passage in Isaiah 5:5 and 
compared it to America because, in the New Testament, Jesus 
gave the parable of the vineyard in the book of Matthew. 

Matthew 21:33-41King James Version (KJV) 
33 Hear another parable: There was a certain householder, 
which planted a vineyard, and hedged it round about, and 
digged a winepress in it, and built a tower, and let it out to 
husbandmen, and went into a far country: 
34 And when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his servants 
to the husbandmen, that they might receive the fruits of it. 
35 And the husbandmen took his servants, and beat one, and 
killed another, and stoned another. 
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36 Again, he sent other servants more than the first: and they 
did unto them likewise. 
37 But last of all he sent unto them his son, saying, They will 
reverence my son. 
38 But when the husbandmen saw the son, they said among 
themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and let us seize 
on his inheritance. 
39 And they caught him, and cast him out of the vineyard, and 
slew him. 
40 When the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, what will he 
do unto those husbandmen? 
41 They say unto him, He will miserably destroy those wicked 
men, and will let out his vineyard unto other husbandmen, which 
shall render him the fruits in their seasons. 

Matthew 21:33-41Amplified Bible (AMP) 
33 Listen to another parable: There was a master of a house 
who planted a vineyard and put a hedge around it and dug a 
wine vat in it and built a watchtower. Then he let it out [for rent] 
to tenants and went into another country. 
34 When the fruit season drew near, he sent his servants to the 
tenants to get his [share of the] fruit. 
35 But the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, 
and stoned another. 
36 Again he sent other servants, more than the first time, and 
they treated them the same way. 
37 Finally he sent his own son to them, saying, They will respect 
and give heed to my son. 
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38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, 
This is the heir; come on, let us kill him and have his 
inheritance. 
39 And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and 
killed him. 
40 Now when the owner of the vineyard comes back, what will 
he do to those tenants? 
41 They said to Him, He will put those wretches to a miserable 
death and rent the vineyard to other tenants of such a character 
that they will give him the fruits promptly in their season. 

Note: Jesus is saying that a vineyard was produced and that the 
master hired servants to work the vineyard. People were killing 
the servants, and the master would send more servants and 
people killed them as well. Finally the master sent his son and 
they killed him as well. 

So Jesus asked the Pharisees what should the Owner of the 
vineyard do now that the people killed His son?  they responded, 
He will give it to someone else to produce more fruit. 

So Jesus made this statement.. 

Matthew 21:43King James Version (KJV) 
43 Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken 
from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. 
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Matthew 21:43Amplified Bible (AMP) 
43 I tell you, for this reason the kingdom of God will be taken 
away from you and given to a people who will produce the fruits 
of it. 

Most scholars read that parable and say that Jesus was eluding to 
a prediction of the church which is called a holy nation. the 
church is no just a group of people or a building sitting on a 
corner. 

According to the Word…. 

1 Peter 2:9King James Version (KJV) 
9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises 
of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous 
light; 

1 Peter 2:9Amplified Bible (AMP) 
9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a dedicated 
nation, [God’s] own [a]purchased, special people, that you may 
set forth the wonderful deeds and display the virtues and 
perfections of Him Who called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light. 

I believe that God has raised up the United States and we are, 
and have been a prophetic vineyard. 
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A Vineyard is a place where seed is planted and where fruit is 
produced. America has been a nation that has produced fruit for 
the Kingdom of God. It is the the leading action that supports 
the gospel, the leading nation that supports missionaries, 
opening and funding orphanages, digging water wells in Africa, 
taking bibles into countries, feeding people.  God has blessed us 
because we have been a compassionate country for 100’s of 
years. 

Last week we looked at that is the church of Philadelphia that 
was the church right before Laodicean. They were that church, 
the were giving, compassion and they did not get a rebuke. 

There is a pattern emerging, a five fold pattern that you can see 
throughout history that happens when a nation begins to lose 
favor with God. 

o Because of it’s sin 

o Because of it’s iniquity 

o Because of its breaking of God commands found in His  
 word. 

So I want to show you this five fold process and how it was also 
evident in ancient Israel. This process effected Israel and it is 
effecting the United states today. 
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Now, remember this happened over a period of 40 years. 

1. Warning 

2. Selective Chastisement (rebuke, reprimand, punish) 

3. Complete Chastisement 

4. Selective Judgment 

5. Complete Abandonment 

1. Warning 

40 years before the destruction of the Temple Jesus gave a 
warning in Matthew chapter 24.  

Matthew 24 King James Version (KJV) 
24 And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his 
disciples came to him for to shew him the buildings of the 
temple. 
2 And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I 
say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon 
another, that shall not be thrown down. 

“There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall 
not be thrown down.”  Jesus is predicting that the temple would 
be destroyed.   
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The first thing God does is give warning,  prophetic warnings to 
nations and prophetic warnings to people. Those prophetic 
warnings are to those who will listen to Him and to those who 
won’t. 

Now, following the warning, God gives Selective Chastisement 

2. Selective Chastisement 

What is Selective Chastisement ?- here are some examples. 

When you read the New Testament you will find a Herod that 
killed the babies of Jerusalem and jewish history tells us he died 
a very terrible death. 

Note: Herod is a name used of several kings belonging to the 
Herodian Dynasty of the Roman province of Judaea. 

Matthew 2:16King James Version (KJV) 
16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise 
men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the 
children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, 
from two years old and under, according to the time which he 
had diligently inquired of the wise men. 
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Matthew 2:16Amplified Bible (AMP) 
16 Then Herod, when he realized that he had been misled by the 
wise men, was furiously enraged, and he sent and put to death 
all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that territory who 
were two years old and under, reckoning according to the date 
which he had investigated diligently and had learned exactly 
from the wise men. 
 
 
Then there was another Herod who beheaded John the Baptist 
and he died in a very violent manner. 

Matthew 14:3 King James Version (KJV) 
3 For Herod had laid hold on John, and bound him, and put him 
in prison for Herodias' sake, his brother Philip's wife. 

Matthew 14:3 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
3 For Herod had arrested John and bound him and put him in 
prison [to stow him out of the way] on account and for the sake 
of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, 

Matthew 14:10 King James Version (KJV) 
10 And he sent, and beheaded John in the prison. 

Matthew 14:10 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
10 He sent and had John beheaded in the prison. 
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A third Herod who beheaded James also died in a very violent 
manner or very violent death. 

Acts 12:1-2 King James Version (KJV) 
12 Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands 
to vex certain of the church. 
2 And he killed James the brother of John with the sword. 

Acts 12:1-2 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
12 About that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to 
afflict and oppress and torment some who belonged to the 
church (assembly). 
2 And he killed James the brother of John with a sword; 

This is selective chastisement, when God is chastising 
individuals, leaders who are attacking the people of God. 

Now the third level is called Complete Chastisement. 

3. Complete Chastisement 

This is where the chastisement moves from individuals to an 
area or an entire nation. We see that in the historical evidence of 
a famine that struck Judea in the book of Acts. 
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Acts 11:27-29 King James Version (KJV) 
27 And in these days came prophets from Jerusalem unto 
Antioch. 
28 And there stood up one of them named Agabus, and signified 
by the Spirit that there should be great dearth throughout all the 
world: which came to pass in the days of Claudius Caesar. 
29 Then the disciples, every man according to his ability, 
determined to send relief unto the brethren which dwelt in 
Judaea: 

Acts 11:27-29Amplified Bible (AMP) 
27 And during these days prophets (inspired teachers and 
interpreters of the divine will and purpose) came down from 
Jerusalem to Antioch. 
28 And one of them named Agabus stood up and prophesied 
through the [Holy] Spirit that a great and severe famine would 
come upon the whole world. And this did occur during the reign 
of Claudius. 
29 So the disciples resolved to send relief, each according to his 
individual ability [in proportion as he had prospered], to the 
brethren who lived in Judea. 

This famine literally struck the entire area and effected every 
person in Judea - every single person was touched by this 
famine. 

What I want to share with you is the progression - remember all 
of this happened in a 40 year period. 
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4. Selective Judgment 

Selective Judgment is when the entire nation is not judged but a 
specific area or areas. These areas can experience a calamity, 
natural disaster or in some cases invasions or wars in that 
specific region or area. 

In the United States we have had several cities effected: we had 
hurricanes in the New York/New Jersey area in 2013…
Galveston, Texas completely under water…Hurricane Katrina in 
which the levi’s broke and New Orleans was effected. 

These were terrible tragedies and they happened to good people 
living in that area and even the not “good” people morally and 
ethically. The bible says in Matthew… 

Matthew 5:45 King James Version (KJV) 
45 That ye may be the children of your Father which is in 
heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. 

Matthew 5:45 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
45 To show that you are the children of your Father Who is in 
heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the wicked and on the 
good, and makes the rain fall upon the upright and the 
wrongdoers [alike]. 
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Now, selective Judgement in Jesus day was when the Romans 
would pick an area and occupy that area and persecute the 
people of that area and eventually… Complete Abandonment. 

1. Warning 
2. Selective Chastisement 
3. Complete Chastisement 
4. Selective Judgment 
5. Complete Abandonment 
Complete Abandonment is the most dangerous… 

5. Complete Abandonment 

Now, Complete Abandonment is when God lifts His hand off of 
something after having His hand on it. Let me explain this… 

In the bible when God had His hand on Elijah or had His hand 
on a prophet, it meant that God was speaking, that God was 
leading, that God was directing and was motivating the people 
to hear from Him. God was blessing them for their obedience. 

However, when Gods hand is removed off of something, that is 
the hedge of protection or the blessing being removed. 

In the book of Job for example, God had a hedge of protection 
around Job, his family, his health, his property, his animals. Job 
was blessed because the hedge of protection that God put on 
him. 
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Job 1:10 King James Version (KJV) 
10 Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his 
house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast 
blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in 
the land. 

Job 1:10 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
10 Have You not put a hedge about him and his house and all 
that he has, on every side? You have conferred prosperity and 
happiness upon him in the work of his hands, and his 
possessions have increased in the land. 

But, when satan came, God said to satan… 

Job 1:12 King James Version (KJV) 
12 And the Lord said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in 
thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan 
went forth from the presence of the Lord. 

Job 1:12 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
12 And the Lord said to Satan (the adversary and the accuser), 
Behold, all that he has is in your power, only upon the man 
himself put not forth your hand. So Satan went forth from the 
presence of the Lord. 
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… 12 And the Lord said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in 
thy power; 

That word power in the hebrew means “all that he has is now 
given to you and your strong hand”. So, God had a hedge on Job 
and he protected everything by putting His hand of blessing or 
favor on Job but when the hand of blessing or protection/hedge 
was removed the hand of the adversary was allowed to move in. 

The hand of the adversary moved in… 

Job 1:13-19 King James Version (KJV) 
13 And there was a day when his sons and his daughters were 
eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house: 
14 And there came a messenger unto Job, and said, The oxen 
were plowing, and the asses feeding beside them: 
15 And the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them away; yea, 
they have slain the servants with the edge of the sword; and I 
only am escaped alone to tell thee. 
16 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and 
said, The fire of God is fallen from heaven, and hath burned up 
the sheep, and the servants, and consumed them; and I only am 
escaped alone to tell thee. 
17 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and 
said, The Chaldeans made out three bands, and fell upon the 
camels, and have carried them away, yea, and slain the servants 
with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell 
thee. 
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18 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and 
said, Thy sons and thy daughters were eating and drinking wine 
in their eldest brother's house: 
19 And, behold, there came a great wind from the wilderness, 
and smote the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the 
young men, and they are dead; and I only am escaped alone to 
tell thee. 

Job 1:13-19 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
13 And there was a day when [Job’s] sons and his daughters 
were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother’s house 
[on his birthday], 
14 And there came a messenger to Job and said, The oxen were 
plowing and the donkeys feeding beside them, 
15 And the Sabeans swooped down upon them and took away 
[the animals]. Indeed, they have slain the servants with the edge 
of the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell you. 
16 While he was yet speaking, there came also another and said, 
The fire of God (lightning) has fallen from the heavens and has 
burned up the sheep and the servants and consumed them, and I 
alone have escaped to tell you. 
17 While he was yet speaking, there came also another and said, 
The Chaldeans divided into three bands and made a raid upon 
the camels and have taken them away, yes, and have slain the 
servants with the edge of the sword, and I alone have escaped to 
tell you. 
18 While he was yet speaking, there came also another and said, 
Your sons and your daughters were eating and drinking wine in 
their eldest brother’s house, 
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19 And behold, there came a great [whirlwind] from the desert, 
and smote the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the 
young people and they are dead, and I alone have escaped to tell 
you. 

So, there was lightning that struck, whirlwind that struck, his 
health was effected, and economically he lost everything that he 
had. 

So, when we see the Judgment of the Lord, He’s not in heaven 
beating people with a baseball bat, and saying let’s just kill them 
all because I don't love them - He loves the world. 

But when God sees a nation turn from Him the only thing He 
can do to make that nation turn back to Him is to allow bad 
things or the adversary to do what he will with them. That is 
what happens in the absence of God. 
So, why would God allow bad things to happen to America or 
His people? Well, let’s look at His people, the ancient Israelites. 

Now, this is a fact, you know that in your own life - if something 
terrible had not of happened, sickness, car accident, relational 
trauma, you would not of what ? what happened ? you turned to 
God, you started to think about eternity you were mortal…. 

From losing your job, financial struggles - people turn to God. 
God will sometimes allow things to happen in order for people 
to turn to God so He can cease their heart. That is why, 
sometimes the hand of God is lifted off of His people or a nation 
because when it does the people have no where to turn but Him. 
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Government fails them 

Friends fail them 

Family and relatives fail them 

So, who do you turn to at a time like this ? Job lost everything 
he had and yet he maintained his integrity with God and would 
not curse Him with his mouth because he knew his blessings 
came from the Lord, you will find that in Job chapter 42. 

Last week the 7th church (the church of the end times) they  
don’t have to worry about holding their tongue or going through 
difficult times because they bless themselves - they don’t have 
to risk everything because they don’t have to follow God in all 
areas of their lives… 

Next week Part 2 - we continue with “The End Times America” 
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