
When we come to the time of Jesus we discover that He reveals 
right at the onset of His ministry two vitally important teachings. 
The first one is how He would “ascend” (also known as the 
Ascension). The second is how He would “return” (also known 
as the Rapture) to meet all the saints in the air, both the living 
and the dead.  (1 Thess. 4:16-17) John Chapter 14 is just one of 
many passages where you will find this. 

John 14:1-3 KJV 
1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also 
in me. 2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not 
so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be 
also. 
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1 Thessalonians 4:17 KJV 
17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord.

THE RAPTURE 
Pastor Grant Williams January 17, 2018 Part 2



John 14:1-3 AMPC 
1 Do not let your hearts be troubled (distressed, agitated). You 
believe in and adhere to and trust in and rely on God; believe in 
and adhere to and trust in and rely also on Me. 
2 In My Father’s house there are many dwelling places (homes). 
If it were not so, I would have told you; for I am going away to 
prepare a place for you. 3 And when (if) I go and make ready a 
place for you, I will come back again and will take you to 
Myself, that where I am you may be also. 

Also, in John Chapter 5 we find… 

John 5:28-29 KJV 
28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all 
that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 
29 And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the 
resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the 
resurrection of damnation. 

John 5:28-29 AMPC 
28 Do not be surprised and wonder at this, for the time is 
coming when all those who are in the tombs shall hear His 
voice, 
29 And they shall come out—those who have practiced doing 
good [will come out] to the resurrection of [new] life, and those 
who have done evil will be raised for judgment [raised to meet 
their sentence]. 

The word good in verse 29 translated in Greek is: righteous 
The word practiced in verse 29 translated in Greek is: habitual 
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Genesis 5:21-24 AMPC 
21 When Enoch was 65 years old, Methuselah was born. 
22 Enoch walked [in habitual fellowship] with God after the 
birth of Methuselah 300 years and had other sons and 
daughters. 
23 So all the days of Enoch were 365 years. 
24 And Enoch walked [in habitual fellowship] with God; and 
he was not, for God took him [home with Him]. 

John 6:40 AMPC 
40 For this is My Father’s will and His purpose, that everyone 
who sees the Son and believes in and cleaves to and trusts in 
and relies on Him should have eternal life, and I will raise him 
up [from the dead] at the last day. 
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Webster's Dictionary 1828 - Habitual defined: 
Habitual - adjective Formed or acquired by habit, frequent use or custom. 
1. Customary; according to habit; as the habitual practice of sin; the habitual 
exercise of holy affections. 
2. Formed by repeated impressions; rendered permanent by continued 
causes; as an habitual color of the skin. 

Synonyms for Habitual: 
perpetual  repeated  accepted  accustomed  automatic 
common  continual  confirmed conventional  customary  
disciplined star   familiar  fixed   frequent  
ingrained  mechanical natural  normal   ordinary  
perfunctory permanent persistent  practiced   regular 



John 6:40 KJV 
40 And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which 
seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: 
and I will raise him up at the last day. 

Listen to what the angels said to the disciples in Acts 1… 

Acts 1:8-11 KJV 
8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part 
of the earth. 
9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he 
was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. 
10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went 
up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; 
11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up 
into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go 
into heaven. 

Acts 1:6-11 AMPC 
8 But you shall receive power (ability, efficiency, and might) 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you shall be My 
witnesses in Jerusalem and all Judea and Samaria and to the 
ends (the very bounds) of the earth. 
9 And when He had said this, even as they were looking [at 
Him], He was caught up, and a cloud received and carried Him 
away out of their sight. 
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10 And while they were gazing intently into heaven as He went, 
behold, two men [dressed] in white robes suddenly stood beside 
them, 
11 Who said, Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing into 
heaven? This same Jesus, Who was caught away and lifted up 
from among you into heaven, will return in [just] the same 
way in which you saw Him go into heaven. 

These four passages definitely reveal Jesus Christ is going to 
return again. There is a revelation later on in the New Testament 
of the “gathering together” which the words and meaning of 
these passages parallel regarding the rapture. 

The gospels: Matthew, Mark and Luke (the synoptic gospels), 
John and the book of Acts reveal that Jesus, the mashiach or 
Messiah, would return. 

When you come to the time after the day of Pentecost when the 
Gentiles are grafted into the covenant in Acts chapter 10 
something happened… there was a man by the name of Saul of 
Tarsus we now know as the Apostle Paul that had an encounter 
with God.  

Acts 9:1-31 AMPC 
1 Meanwhile Saul, still drawing his breath hard from 
threatening and murderous desire against the disciples of the 
Lord, went to the high priest 
2 And requested of him letters to the synagogues at Damascus 
[authorizing him], so that if he found any men or women 
belonging to the Way [of life as determined by faith in Jesus 
Christ], he might bring them bound [with chains] to Jerusalem. 
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3 Now as he traveled on, he came near to Damascus, and 
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him, 
4 And he fell to the ground. Then he heard a voice saying to him, 
Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me [harassing, troubling, 
and molesting Me]? 
5 And Saul said, Who are You, Lord? And He said, I am Jesus, 
Whom you are persecuting. [b]It is dangerous and it will turn 
out badly for you to keep kicking against the goad [to offer vain 
and perilous resistance]. 
6 Trembling and astonished he asked, Lord, what do You desire 
me to do? The Lord said to him, But arise and go into the city, 
and you will be told what you must do. 
7 The men who were accompanying him were unable to speak 
[for terror], hearing the voice but seeing no one. 
8 Then Saul got up from the ground, but though his eyes were 
opened, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and 
brought him into Damascus. 
9 And he was unable to see for three days, and he neither ate 
nor drank [anything]. 
10 Now there was in Damascus a disciple named Ananias. The 
Lord said to him in a vision, Ananias. And he answered, Here 
am I, Lord. 
11 And the Lord said to him, Get up and go to the street called 
Straight and ask at the house of Judas for a man of Tarsus 
named Saul, for behold, he is praying [there]. 
12 And he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias enter and 
lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight. 
13 But Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard many people tell 
about this man, especially how much evil and what great 
suffering he has brought on Your saints at Jerusalem; 
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14 Now he is here and has authority from the high priests to put 
in chains all who call upon Your name. 
15 But the Lord said to him, Go, for this man is a chosen 
instrument of Mine to bear My name before the Gentiles and 
kings and the descendants of Israel; 
16 For I will make clear to him how much he will be afflicted 
and must endure and suffer for My name’s sake. 
17 So Ananias left and went into the house. And he laid his 
hands on Saul and said, Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, Who 
appeared to you along the way by which you came here, has sent 
me that you may recover your sight and be filled with the Holy 
Spirit. 
18 And instantly something like scales fell from [Saul’s] eyes, 
and he recovered his sight. Then he arose and was baptized, 
19 And after he took some food, he was strengthened. For 
several days [afterward] he remained with the disciples at 
Damascus. 
20 And immediately in the synagogues he proclaimed Jesus, 
saying, He is the Son of God! 
21 And all who heard him were amazed and said, Is not this the 
very man who harassed and overthrew and destroyed in 
Jerusalem those who called upon this Name? And he has come 
here for the express purpose of arresting them and bringing 
them in chains before the chief priests. 
22 But Saul increased all the more in strength, and continued to 
confound and put to confusion the Jews who lived in Damascus 
by comparing and examining evidence and proving that Jesus is 
the Christ (the Messiah). 
23 After considerable time had elapsed, the Jews conspired to 
put Saul out of the way by slaying him, 
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24 But [the knowledge of] their plot was made known to Saul. 
They were guarding the [city’s] gates day and night to kill him, 
25 But his disciples took him at night and let him down through 
the [city’s] wall, lowering him in a basket or hamper. 
26 And when he had arrived in Jerusalem, he tried to associate 
himself with the disciples; but they were all afraid of him, for 
they did not believe he really was a disciple. 27 However, 
Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles, and he 
explained to them how along the way he had seen the Lord, Who 
spoke to him, and how at Damascus he had preached freely and 
confidently and courageously in the name of Jesus. 
28 So he went in and out [as one] among them at Jerusalem, 
29 Preaching freely and confidently and boldly in the name of 
the Lord. And he spoke and discussed with and disputed against 
the Hellenists (the Grecian Jews), but they were seeking to slay 
him. 
30 And when the brethren found it out, they brought him down to 
Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus [his home town]. 
31 So the church throughout the whole of Judea and Galilee and 
Samaria had peace and was edified [growing in wisdom, virtue, 
and piety] and walking in the respect and reverential fear of the 
Lord and in the consolation and exhortation of the Holy Spirit, 
continued to increase and was multiplied. 

Saul of Tarsus, according to his own testimony on the Road to 
Damascus in Acts chapter 9,  then went into Arabia. 

Galatians 1:15-17 KJV 
15 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my 
mother's womb, and called me by his grace, 
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16 To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the 
heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood: 
17 Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles 
before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto 
Damascus. 

Galatians 1:15-17 AMPC 
15 But when He, Who had chosen and set me apart [even] 
before I was born and had called me by His grace (His 
undeserved favor and blessing), saw fit and was pleased 
16 To reveal (unveil, disclose) His Son within me so that I might 
proclaim Him among the Gentiles (the non-Jewish world) as the 
glad tidings (Gospel), immediately I did not confer with flesh 
and blood [did not consult or counsel with any frail human 
being or communicate with anyone]. 17 Nor did I [even] go up 
to Jerusalem to those who were apostles (special messengers of 
Christ) before I was, but I went away and retired into Arabia, 
and afterward I came back again to Damascus. 
          
Galatians 1:15-17 GNT 
15 But God in his grace chose me even before I was born, and 
called me to serve him. And when he decided  
16 to reveal his Son to me, so that I might preach the Good 
News about him to the Gentiles, I did not go to anyone for 
advice, 17 nor did I go to Jerusalem to see those who were 
apostles before me. Instead, I went at once to Arabia, and then I 
returned to Damascus. 

Arabia is where Mount Sinai is located and you will find that in 
the book of Galatians. (Map located on page 16 of your notes). 
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Galatians 4:22-26 AMPC 
22 For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the 
bondmaid and one by the free woman. 
23 But whereas the child of the slave woman was born 
according to the flesh and had an ordinary birth, the son of the 
free woman was born in fulfillment of the promise. 
24 Now all this is an allegory; these [two women] represent two 
covenants. One covenant originated from Mount Sinai [where 
the Law was given] and bears [children destined] for slavery; 
this is Hagar. 
25 Now Hagar is (stands for) Mount Sinai in Arabia and she 
corresponds to and belongs in the same category with the 
present Jerusalem, for she is in bondage together with her 
children. 
26 But the Jerusalem above (the Messianic kingdom of Christ) is 
free, and she is our mother. 
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Galatians 4:22-31 is the allegory of Hagar and Sarah. In this passage Paul 
offers a powerful allegory to illustrate spiritual freedom and bondage. An 
allegory is a story that conceals a hidden meaning or concept and in this case 
a spiritual meaning. In an allegory, certain people or symbols actually 
represent something else. Paul uses the two sons of Abraham, Ishmael how 
was born to Hagar a bondwoman (slave/servant) and Isaac, Abraham’s true 
heir of promise, born through his wife Sarah in their old age. Ishmael was 
born through an act of the flesh and Isaac was born through God’s promise 
to Abraham and Sarah. Hagar represents Mount Sinai, where Moses 
received the Law, and Sarah symbolizes Jerusalem, where spiritual 
redemption came through Christ’s death and resurrection. Ishmael (of the 
flesh) persecuted Isaac (of the spirit). Paul’s point is that Ishmael and Isaac 
could not dwell together and required separation. Similarly, these Judaizers 
were attempting to put the Galatians back into bondage and take away their 
new freedom in Christ. 



It was here on Mount Sinai, that Paul said he received the 
revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Galatians 1:6-12 AMPC 
6 I am surprised and astonished that you are so quickly turning 
renegade and deserting Him Who invited and called you by the 
grace (unmerited favor) of Christ (the Messiah) [and that you 
are transferring your allegiance] to a different [even an 
opposition] gospel.7 Not that there is [or could be] any other 
[genuine Gospel], but there are [obviously] some who are 
troubling and disturbing and bewildering you [with a different 
kind of teaching which they offer as a gospel] and want to 
pervert and distort the Gospel of Christ (the Messiah) [into 
something which it absolutely is not].8 But even if we or an 
angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to 
and different from that which we preached to you, let him be 
accursed (anathema, devoted to destruction, doomed to eternal 
punishment)! 9 As we said before, so I now say again: If anyone 
is preaching to you a gospel different from or contrary to that 
which you received [from us], let him be accursed (anathema, 
devoted to destruction, doomed to eternal punishment)! 
10 Now am I trying to win the favor of men, or of God? Do I 
seek to please men? If I were still seeking popularity with men, I 
should not be a bond servant of Christ (the Messiah). 
11 For I want you to know, brethren, that the Gospel which was 
proclaimed and made known by me is not man’s gospel [a 
human invention, according to or patterned after any human 
standard].12 For indeed I did not receive it from man, nor was I 
taught it, but [it came to me] through a [direct] revelation 
[given] by Jesus Christ (the Messiah). 
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While the Apostle Paul was in Arabia, Gentiles were being 
grafted into the New Covenant as Peter was preaching at 
Cornelius’ house in Act’s chapter 10.  

The Gentiles enter into the New Covenant in Acts chapters 
10-12 while Paul is getting the revelation that the Lord would 
descend from heaven with a shout which He would share with 
the church in Thessalonica. 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 KJV 
16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and 
so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

Remember, Paul calls this entire event that is going to take place 
in the future “a mystery”… 

1 Corinthians 15:51-52 KJV 
51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed, 
52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for 
the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed.   

The word changed in Greek, is the word metamorphoo. We 
shall be changed from one condition to another or from one state 
to another. 
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According to scholars, Paul wrote about seven different 
mysteries in the Bible. One of the mysteries is the return of the 
Lord to resurrect the dead in Christ and the return of the Lord to 
catch away the living (in Christ). This revelation was given to 
the Apostle Paul before his ministry began. 

Many people think that the books of Bible are written/placed in 
order. For instance, the New Testament, many believe were 
placed in chronological order. First, you would think would be 
Matthew, Mark, Luke then John. Next would be the book of 
Acts, Romans and then 1st and 2nd Corinthians then Galatians 
etc… as is it ordered in your Bible. But, the Bible and 
specifically the New Testament are not in order. 

If you were to put the New Testament in order in regards to 
Paul’s writings, you would start with 1st Thessalonians and end 
with 2nd Timothy (order shown below). 
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Metamorphoo defined: 
to change into another form, to transform, to transfigure, to translate 

Hebrews 11:5 KJV 
5 By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not 
found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had 
this testimony, that he pleased God.

The Apostle Paul’s 14 Letters 
1 Thessalonians 2 Thessalonians  1 Corinthians   2 Corinthians   
Galatians   Romans   Ephesians  Philippians 
Colossians  Philemon   Hebrews   Titus  
1 Timothy  2 Timothy      note: (left to right) 



The order is important because it reveals the urgency of what 
Paul was told on Mount Sinai after 3 years with the Lord… 
 
Galatians 1:18 KJV 
18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, 
and abode with him fifteen days. 

When Paul returns from Mount Sinai in Arabia, he writes to the 
church of Thessolanica in Greece and writes First Thessalonians. 
After the revelation he received on the mountain and 3 years by 
himself learning directly from the Lord, Paul writes about the 
return of the Lord in every single chapter. 

1 Thessalonians 1:3 AMPC 
3 Recalling unceasingly before our God and Father your work 
energized by faith and service motivated by love and unwavering 
hope in [the return of] our Lord Jesus Christ (the Messiah). 

1 Thessalonians 2:19 AMPC 
19 For what is our hope or happiness or our victor’s wreath of 
exultant triumph when we stand in the presence of our Lord 
Jesus at His coming? Is it not you? 

1 Thessalonians 3:13 AMPC 
13 So that He may strengthen and confirm and establish your 
hearts faultlessly pure and unblamable in holiness in the sight of 
our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ (the 
Messiah) with all His saints (the holy and glorified people of 
God)! Amen, (so be it)! 
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1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 AMPC 
16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a loud 
cry of summons, with the shout of an archangel, and with the 
blast of the trumpet of God. And those who have departed this 
life in Christ will rise first. 
17 Then we, the living ones who remain [on the earth], shall 
simultaneously be caught up along with [the resurrected dead] 
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air; and so always (through 
the eternity of the eternities) we shall be with the Lord! 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-5 AMPC  
1 But as to the suitable times and the precise seasons and dates, 
brethren, you have no necessity for anything being written to 
you.2 For you yourselves know perfectly well that the day of the 
[return of the] Lord will come [as unexpectedly and suddenly] 
as a thief in the night. 
3 When people are saying, All is well and secure, and, There is 
peace and safety, then in a moment unforeseen destruction (ruin 
and death) will come upon them as suddenly as labor pains 
come upon a woman with child; and they shall by no means 
escape, for there will be no escape. 
4 But you are not in [given up to the power of] darkness, 
brethren, for that day to overtake you by surprise like a thief. 
5 For you are all sons of light and sons of the day; we do not 
belong either to the night or to darkness. 

The first letter that Paul writes is Jesus is coming back to rapture 
up the saints! It is the first thing that Paul writes to the New 
Testament Church and it will be the main thing that Paul keeps 
in front of the Church as the “why” they and we need to change. 
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Note: The below information was collected from several jewish 
and ancient empire(s) historians. 
 
In the days of the Apostle Paul the term “Arabia” included the 
Sinai Peninsula and did not correspond just to modern-day Saudi 
Arabia’s boundaries as some today mistakenly assert. The area 
of Saudi Arabia was one part of first century Arabia, but not the 
whole of Arabia. Therefore, the biblical Mount Sinai, located in 
the Sinai Peninsula, was in “Arabia.”  
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Mount Sinai



The traditional Mount Sinai at Jebel Musa was also located in 
the Sinai in ancient “Arabia.” Mount Sinai was in both the Sinai 
and in “Arabia,” which overlapped, and there is no disconnect 
with the Bible, ancient geography, or modern scholarship. 
  
The Bible says that Mount Sinai is in Arabia, not Saudi Arabia. 
It is not wise to read into the text that which is not stated, or to 
simplistically interpret 21st century political boundaries as 
applicable to a first century biblical text without any 
substantiation. 
  
Today, the territory of first century Arabia would cover the areas 
of eastern Egypt, including the Sinai Peninsula, southern Israel, 
Jordan, and parts of Syria and Iraq, all of Saudi Arabia, Yemen, 
and the Gulf States on the Persian Gulf. 

Moses never used the word “Arab” or “Arabia” at the time he 
wrote the Pentateuch. The Book of Exodus, as a result of this 
cannot be used to locate “Arabia” which did not exist yet as a 
geographic term and so, of course, “Arabia” does not appear in 
that book of the Bible.  

The words “Arab” and “Arabia” appear later in the Bible (1 
Kings 10:15; 2 Chron. 9:14; 17:11; 21:16; 22:1; 26:7; Neh. 2:19; 
4:7; 6:1; Isa. 13:20; 21:13; Jer. 3:2; 25:24; Ezek. 27:21). So the 
Apostle Paul does not have a Mosaic use of the word “Arabia” 
in mind when he uses the word in Galatians 4:25, because 
“Arabia” did not exist in Moses’ day. 
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