
 
In this series we are studying the Pre-Tribulation Rapture by 
finding the origins and the evidence of it in God’s Word. Last 
week we finished learning about the general assembly and how 
it ties into the great assembly which was organized by the 
prophets Ezra and Nehemiah in the Old Testament.  

Hebrews 12:22-23 KJV 
22 But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the 
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable 
company of angels, 
23 To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which 
are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the 
spirits of just men made perfect, 
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1 Thessalonians 4:17 KJV 
17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord.

THE RAPTURE 
Pastor Grant Williams January 31, 2018 Part 4



The Key Word in this passage is general assembly, which comes 
from the Greek word panéguris. It means: a festival assembly or 
to assemble all, universal meeting. The great assembly or 
general assembly was the group of 120 members consisting of 
elders and prophets and this is what today’s Jewish Knessit is 
based on, which is pictured below. 
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In the Jewish culture, every seven years there was a great 
assembly that would take place at the Temple. We know from 
the historical writings that every seventh year was a jubilee 
cycle (Leviticus Chapter 25) where the land rested. It was a time 
of freedom from oppression, and the silver trumpets of Jubilee 
(Numbers Chapter 10) would blow on the Day of Atonement 
which, on the Hebrew calendar, was the 10th day of the seventh 
month. 

On the seventh year, all the people would assemble in front of 
the platform at the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. When the crowd 
arrived, the king of Israel would ascend to what was called the 
Bema, which is a large platform.  

Once the king ascended to the Bema seat, he handed the Torah 
scroll, which is the first 5 books of Moses, to the synagogue 
president. The president would then hand it to the high priest,  
the High Priest would then bless the Word of God and then pass 
it back to the king who would then read from the Torah scrolls. 
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Judgment Seat (Bema) of Christ 
The Judgment Seat (Bema) of Christ in Revelation Chapter 11 is where 
the rewards will be given by the Christ and the 24 elders. The 24 elders is 
comprised of the 12 sons of Jacob in the Old Testament and the 12 
Apostles from the New Testament. Jacob’s sons from the first covenant 
will help judge the rewards given out to the Old Testament saints. The 
apostles will help judge the new covenant or New Testament saints for 
their rewards. This is not a salvation judgment but one based on rewards. 



This is the only occasion where gold trumpets were used. 
Normally a shofar or silver trumpets were used during the other 
feasts days but, on the 7th year, the gold trumpets were used and 
we know from past studies that gold represents deity. It 
represents divinity all throughout God’s Word, especially in the 
Old Testament. That is what happened at the beginning of every 
7th year when the Temple existed, this was called a great 
assembly.  

Remember, the Apostle Paul in Hebrews chapter 12:23 talks 
about the general assembly and that word panéguris means to 
gather all or assemble all together in one location with the 
emphasis being the place and the location. 

Now, let’s look at the parallels that we see in the book of 
Revelation when the saints gather together with the angels in 
heaven the way the Apostle Paul reveals to us in Hebrews 
Chapter 12. The book of Revelation is the Apostle John’s vision 
of the apocalypse of those things which were hidden. 

From chapter 4 in the book of Revelation through chapter 19, it 
deals with a 7 year time period known as the Tribulation. The 
book of Revelation and the Book of Daniel, along with several 
other books in the Bible, are called apocalyptic or apocalyptic 
books, meaning they are “revealing” or “to be revealed”. 

So, let’s go through the great assembly parallels in the Book of 
Revelation. First, we see the Lion of the Tribe of Judah with a 7 
sealed book that He is going to open and begin to read from that 
book. 
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Revelation 5:1-7 AMPC 
1 And I saw lying on the open hand of Him Who was seated on 
the throne a scroll (book) written within and on the back, closed 
and sealed with seven seals; 
2 And I saw a strong angel announcing in a loud voice, Who is 
worthy to open the scroll? And [who is entitled and deserves 
and is morally fit] to break its seals? 
3 And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth [in the 
realm of the dead, Hades] was able to open the scroll or to take 
a [single] look at its contents. 
4 And I wept audibly and bitterly because no one was found fit 
to open the scroll or to inspect it. 
5 Then one of the elders [of the heavenly Sanhedrin] said to me, 
Stop weeping! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root 
(Source) of David, has won (has overcome and conquered)! He 
can open the scroll and break its seven seals! 
6 And there between the throne and the four living creatures 
(beings) and among the elders [of the heavenly Sanhedrin] I 
saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven 
horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God 
[the sevenfold Holy Spirit] Who have been sent [on duty far and 
wide] into all the earth.7 He then went and took the scroll from 
the right hand of Him Who sat on the throne. 

Revelation 5:1-7 KJV 
1 And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a 
book written within and on the backside, sealed with seven 
seals. 
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2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who 
is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof? 
3 And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, 
was able to open the book, neither to look thereon. 
4 And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open 
and to read the book, neither to look thereon. 
5 And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the 
Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed to 
open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof. 
6 And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four 
beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had 
been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the 
seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth. 
7 And he came and took the book out of the right hand of him 
that sat upon the throne. 

This is the imagery of the King ascending to the bema in the 
Temple preparing to read from the scroll or the book. This Lamb 
is also the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords in Revelation 
Chapter 19. 

Revelation 19:11-16 AMPC 
11 After that I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse 
[appeared]! The One Who was riding it is called Faithful 
(Trustworthy, Loyal, Incorruptible, Steady) and True, and He 
passes judgment and wages war in righteousness (holiness, 
justice, and uprightness). 
12 His eyes [blaze] like a flame of fire, and on His head are 
many kingly crowns (diadems); and He has a title (name) 
inscribed which He alone knows or can understand. 
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13 He is dressed in a robe dyed by dipping in blood, and the title 
by which He is called is The Word of God. 
14 And the troops of heaven, clothed in fine linen, dazzling and 
clean, followed Him on white horses. 
15 From His mouth goes forth a sharp sword with which He can 
smite (afflict, strike) the nations; and He will shepherd and 
control them with a staff (scepter, rod) of iron. He will tread the 
winepress of the fierceness of the wrath and indignation of God 
the All-Ruler (the Almighty, the Omnipotent). 
16 And on His garment (robe) and on His thigh He has a name 
(title) inscribed, king of kings and lord of lords. 
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The 3 Stages/Battles of the Return of The Lord 
The first stage is the Judah Stage and that is found in Zechariah 12:7-9 
and is fought at the end of the 7 year Tribulation. 

Zechariah 12:7-9 KJV 
7 The Lord also shall save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the 
house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem do not magnify themselves against Judah. 
8 In that day shall the Lord defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he 
that is feeble among them at that day shall be as David; and the house of 
David shall be as God, as the angel of the Lord 
before them. 
9 And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy 
all the nations that come against Jerusalem. 

The Lord shall save the tents of Judah first because that is His tribe and   
where He is from. He is the Lion of the Tribe of Judah (Rev. 5:5) 
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The 3 Stages/Battles Of the Return Of The Lord 

The third stage is where you and I come in, the Jerusalem Stage. 

Zechariah 14:4 AMPC 
4 And His feet shall stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives, which 
lies before Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount of Olives shall be split in 
two from the east to the west by a very great valley; and half of the 
mountain shall remove toward the north and half of it toward the south. 

This is the part where we get involved…. (Those who were alive and those 
who had died- IN CHRIST and have gone up in the Rapture.) 

Revelation 19:14 KJV 
14 And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, 
clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 

You and I are part of the army of Heaven! We come down for that final 
battle (Armageddon) with the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords! 

The area of Judah goes down to Edom 
where He will fight the enemy in Bozrah 
and rescue the remnant. This is also the 
area going north up to the area of 
Bethlehem and Jerusalem where Jesus and 
King David were born. 

The second stage is when Jesus goes 
down to Bozrah (by Petra) and these 
battles are a picture of Jesus Christ, the 
Messiah, literally coming back to battle 
with the sword of His mouth wiping out 
the armies of the antichrist who are going 
after a remnant in Petra and Judah



The blood mentioned in Revelation 19:13 is from the two battles 
that Christ just fought which is prior to the third battle which is 
Armageddon. 

In Revelation 6:1, Jesus opens up the seals, and the judgements 
are initiated as the contents are discovered of what it says… 

Revelation 6:1 AMPC 
6 Then I saw as the Lamb broke open one of the seven seals, and 
as if in a voice of thunder I heard one of the four living creatures 
call out, Come! 

Then, in Revelation 7:9-14, we not only see a gathering together 
of people out of every tribe, nation and kindred tongue who have 
made their robes white in the blood of the Lamb but those who 
have come out of the Great Tribulation. 

Revelation 7:9 AMPC 
9 After this I looked and a vast host appeared which no one 
could count, [gathered out] of every nation, from all tribes and 
peoples and languages. These stood before the throne and before 
the Lamb; they were attired in white robes, with palm branches 
in their hands. 

Revelation 7:14 AMPC 
14 I replied, Sir, you know. And he said to me, These are they 
who have come out of the great tribulation (persecution), and 
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb. 
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So, we can see in Revelation Chapter 5:11-12 that ten thousands 
upon ten thousands singing, worthy is the Lamb who has 
redeemed us unto God…. 

Revelation 5:11-12 KJV 
11 And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round 
about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number 
of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of 
thousands; 
12 Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain 
to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
honour, and glory, and blessing. 

And once again in Revelation 7:14 we see a multitude coming 
out of the Tribulation… 

Revelation 7:14 AMPC 
14 I replied, Sir, you know. And he said to me, These are they 
who have come out of the great tribulation (persecution), and 
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb. 

In Revelation Chapters 4-5 the great assembly is at the bema 
seat or platform in heaven which is at the crystal sea of glass 
where His throne is… 

Revelation 4:6 KJV 
6 And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto 
crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and round about the 
throne, 
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So, we see this great assembly of people out of every nation, 
kindred, tongue and peoples all gathered together in one, just 
like it was in the Old Testament. 

This is also just like the Apostle Paul said it would happen in 
Hebrews 12:22-23. This is both the dead in Christ and the living 
in Christ, gathering together as one in the heavenly Temple 
before the throne of God in heaven. 

Hebrews 12:22-23 KJV 
22 But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the 
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable 
company of angels, 
23 To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which 
are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the 
spirits of just men made perfect, 

When you start talking about the coming of the Lord, especially 
the Rapture of the Church, there are three types of people that 
you will hear from. First, you have what is called a preterist. A 
preterits is an individual that believes that all the prophecies 
relating to the antichrist and the Tribulation have already 
occurred. They try to make it all fit into the year 70 A.D. saying 
that the book of Revelation was written before the destruction of 
the Temple (70 A.D.) because of what John wrote in Rev.11:1-2. 

Revelation 11:1-2 KJV 
11 And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel 
stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the 
altar, and them that worship therein. 
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2 But the court which is without the temple leave out, and 
measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city 
shall they tread under foot forty and two months. 

Here, God is telling John to measure the temple of God and 
those that worship in it and the outer courts would be trampled 
down by the Gentiles. 

The Bible tells us who the Roman Emperor was when John was 
banished to the Isle of Patmos. That Emperor died in 95 A.D. 
and most scholars will tell you that the book of Revelation was 
written 25 years after the Temple was destroyed in 70 A.D. That 
alone, destroyed all preterism. Preterism is thrown out when you 
find the facts that the book of Revelation was not written in 68 
A.D. which is what they teach to make it work for false doctrine. 

There is another group called the amillenniast, or 
Amillennialism. This involves the rejection of the belief that 
Jesus will have a literal, thousand-year-long, physical reign on 
the earth. They believe there is no Millennium Reign of Christ. 
The do not believe in the Rapture or the thousand years reign of 
Christ in the book of Revelation. 

There is another group that say the word rapture is not in the 
Bible. Since the word rapture is not in today’s translation, they 
believe that it is a false doctrine and heresy that some would call 
it the Rapture. Many younger pastors have been taught in 
seminary and in many so called “Christian colleges” that there is 
no such thing as a Rapture.  
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Since many pastors do not believe that there is a Rapture they do 
not teach on it which throws out not only a promise in God’s 
Word but hope, rewards, the truth and the blessing in Revelation 
1. Many pastors don’t want to preach on sin or judgment and 
this is what the Rapture is. 

So, if the word rapture is not in today’s English translation of the 
Bible why do so many people call it that? The phrase the 
Second Coming of Christ is not found in the English translation 
of the Bible, so are people heretics if they teach about the 
Second Coming? What about the phrase, millennial reign? I can 
take you to Revelation Chapter 20 and show you six places 
where the phrase one thousand years is mentioned. 

Revelation 20:1-7 KJV 
1 And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of 
the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 
2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the 
Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, 
3 And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set 
a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till 
the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be 
loosed a little season. 
4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was 
given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded 
for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had 
not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had 
received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and 
they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 
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5 But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand 
years were finished. This is the first resurrection. 
6 Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: 
on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests 
of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand 
years. 7 And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall 
be loosed out of his prison, 

So, is person a heretic for saying millennium reign but not a 
heretic for saying one thousand years? No, of course not. A 
millennium is one thousand years and it is a Latin word used to 
describe one thousand years. We use the word decade and 
century to describe time frames as well. 

The word demons is not found in the English translation of the 
Bible. The word demons comes from the Greek word possessed 
which the root word is daimon. It means: exercised by an 
unclean spirit, to have one, to be under the power or influence of 
one, or to be vexed with a devil. This is where we get the phrase 
possessed with an evil spirit. A person is not a heretic if they use 
the word demon to describe something that is in the Bible. 

What about the Second Coming? The Apostle Paul talks about 
the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ in 1 Thessalonians 2:19, 
3:13, 5:23… so why do we call it the second Coming of Christ? 

Because the first time He came He was the Lamb and the second 
time He is coming back as the Lion of Judah. So, there is a 
second coming of Christ and you are not a heretic if you say the 
phrase second coming to identify His return. 
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This situation is the same as the word Trinity. Are you a heretic 
if you use the word Trinity? Trinity means triune and the tri-
unity of God is seen in the Bible in 1 John. 

1 John 5:7 KJV 
7 For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. 

When a person uses the word rapture, there is a historical reason 
that word was selected in Paul’s writing in 1 Thessalonians 
4:16-17. The New Testament was written in the Koine Greek 
language which was considered the common Greek of the day. 
The Koine Greek or common Greek was understood all around 
the Mediterranean Sea and even in Israel so it could be read in 
the synagogues and everyone could understand it. 

Because of the Roman influence, the language went from Greek 
to Latin which is when the Roman Catholic Church began to 
become organized during the time of Constantine and 
afterwards. As a result, the liturgy of the Church changed from 
Greek to Latin in the western branch. 

Saint Jerome was asked to translate 
the  Bible and in particular the New 
Testament from Koine Greek to the 
Latin language. When you go to the 
Church of the Nativity in Jerusalem 
the guides will show you where 
Saint Jerome translated the Bible 
from Greek to Latin. 

Page �  of �15 18



Remember, all translations of the Bible are translations of the 
Bible. To understand the Bible as it is written you have to read 
the New Testament in Greek and portions of Ezra and Daniel 
which are written in Aramaic and the other 96% of the Old 
Testament is written in Hebrew. That is the language that the 
Torah and the books of the prophets were written in. 

Any time you take one language and translate back into another 
language you have to select a word that runs parallel to that 
Hebrew or Greek word. For example, in the New Testament 
there’s the word power in the English Bible that is simply 
translated power. However, one of those words means an inward 
anointing or dynamo inward and one means spiritual authority. 

Bible translations will take the word power and do a direct 
translation into English but, understanding what type of power 
needs to be studied to accurately define what type of power is 
meant. For example, there is a power that is referred to in the 
book of Acts 1:8 which is an inward anointing. 
 
Acts 1:8 KJV 
8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part 
of the earth. 
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Acts 1:8 AMPC 
8 But you shall receive power (ability, efficiency, and might) 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you shall be My 
witnesses in Jerusalem and all Judea and Samaria and to the 
ends (the very bounds) of the earth.



In the book of Luke, the word power is used but in some 
translations it is changed to authority - which is the correct 
interpretation of the translated word of power in Luke 10 based 
on the Latin and Greek words. 

Luke 10:19 KJV 
19 Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and 
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing 
shall by any means hurt you. 

Luke 10:19 AMPC 
19 Behold! I have given you authority and power to trample 
upon serpents and scorpions, and [physical and mental strength 
and ability] over all the power that the enemy [possesses]; and 
nothing shall in any way harm you. 

They did not change the Bible, but took the meaning of that 
particular Greek word that in English is translated as one word 
and correctly translated it into the word authority.   

We could do an entire series on a word study showing how 
different words translate the same in English but in the Greek 
there could be up to five different meanings. 

For instance, in the New Testament there are five different 
Greek words for judgment. The judgment hall that Pilot put 
Jesus in, the bema or judgment seat, judgment that comes on an 
unbeliever, judgment that happens at the Great White Throne 
Judgment. So you have five different words just with that one 
translated English word. 
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When we talk about the word harpazó or caught up, St. Jerome 
looked at that Greek word caught up and he took a Latin word 
to parallel it and the translation is raptus.  

So he took the word raptus and translated it in English as 
rapture. So when we say the Latin word raptus it is taken from 
the Greek word for caught up which is translated to English as 
rapture. 
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The Latin Word Raptus 
The Latin word raptus means, “seized and taken by force, snatched hold 
of and then carried off or away.”  

There is a Latin word that is used to describe a specific class of birds of 
prey, such as eagles or hawks, that word they are known is “raptors,” 
because of their method of hunting. Their method is to “seize,” live prey 
with their sharp, powerful talons, grasping rodents or fish unaware and 
then they “carry it away.” 

Note: William Shakespeare used the word raptus in his writings which 
was translated into the English language as the word rapture.


